TRANSCRIPT: KEN BURNS 01/01/26, NBC MEET THE PRESS

WELCOME BACK TO MEET THE PRESS. THANK YOU. GRI(E),:A(')I'lTO BE HERE. IT IS SO WONDERFUL TO HAVE YOU HERE.
WE WANT TO TALK ABOUT YOUR LATEST DOCUOI\:/(I)IZNTARY, THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION. YOU ARE
AN ICONIC DOCUMENTARIAN, FILMMAOK:ElRZ. YOU HAVE MADE SOME OF THE MOST
IMPACTFUL DOCUMENTARIES IN US HISTO(R)\:(:}7FROM THE CIVIL WAR TO THE ROOSEVELTS,
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN TO BASEBALL.O\:ISI%W WAS NOW THE RIGHT MOMENT?
TO RETELL THE STORY OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTIOﬁ:,ZIi'S SUCH A WONDERFUL AND FORTUITOUS ACCIDENT.
0:33

THE NOW STARTED 10 YEARS AGO, MORE THAN 10 YEARS AGO, WHEN WE WERE FINISHING UP OUR SERIES ON
THE VIETNAM WAR,
0:40
AND | WAS LOOKING AT A MAP OF THE CENTRAL HIGHLANDS, AND | THOUGHT, MAYBE THIS COULD BE THE
BRITISH MOVING WEST ON LONG ISLAND TOWARDS BROOKLYN.
0:49
MAYBE WE CAN DO, DESPITE THE ABSENCE OF PHOTOGRAPHS AND NEWSREELS, MAYBE WE CAN DO THE
REVOLUTION.
0:55
SO | SPOKE UP AND | SAID WE'RE DOING THE REVOLUTION NEXT. NO IDEA THAT IT WOULD COME FALLING
1:00
CLOSE TO 250, COME AT A PLACE WHERE AMERICANS ARE SO ANXIOUS ABOUT THE FUTURE.
1:06
WILL THERE BE ANOTHER 250 OR ANOTHER 10 YEARS, YOU KNOW, AND | THINK THAT
1:11
THAT KIND OF EXISTENT. FRAUGHT MOMENT GIVES US AN OPPORTUNITY TO ALLOW THE STORY OF THE
AMERICAN REVOLUTION,
1:18
THE COMPLICATED STORY OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION, TO HELP US UNDERSTAND HISTORY IS OUR BEST
TEACHER
1:24
AND IT CAN BE A HELPFUL GUIDE FOR EVERYBODY NO MATTER YOUR DISPOSITION,
1:29
POLITICAL ORIENTATION, AGE, WHATEVER IT IS HISTORY CAN BE AN INCREDIBLY IMPORTANT WAY
1:35
TO DIGEST THE PRESENT AND THEN FIGURE OUT WHAT YOUR RESPONSE IS AND, AND TO IMAGINE A FUTURE.
1:41
TOGETHER, WELL, WHEN YOU THINK ABOUT THE REACTION FROM THE PUBLIC, THIS HAS BEEN ONE OF THE MOST
SUCCESSFUL
1:48
DOCUMENTARIES EVER ON PBS. WHY DO YOU THINK PEOPLE ARE SO DRAWN
1:55
TO THE TOPIC OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION RIGHT NOW AND TO THIS PIECE OF WORK? |, |, I,
2:00
YOU KNOW, | HAD THIS ONCE BEFORE IN MY LIFE, AND THAT WAS WITH THE CIVIL WAR SERIES THAT CAME OUT
IN 1990.
2:05
AND | THINK IT'S BECAUSE BOTH THESE EVENTS ARE ROSETTA STONES OF OUR IDENTITY.
2:11



THE CIVIL WAR IS THE MOST IMPORTANT EVENT THAT HAPPENED ONCE WE'VE BEEN CREATED AS A COUNTRY. ITS
THEMES REVERBERATE TO THIS MOMENT,
2:19
BUT THE ORIGIN STORY IS EVEN MORE INTERESTING. WE'VE ACCEPTED THE VIOLENCE OF THE CIVIL WAR AND
INDEED THE VIOLENCE OF OUR
2:26
20TH CENTURY WARS WE'RE INVOLVED IN. BUT WE'VE ROMANTICIZED THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION.
2:32
WE'VE MADE IT JUST GUYS IN PHILADELPHIA THINKING GREAT THOUGHTS, AND THEY ARE. THERE AND THEY'RE
HUGELY IMPORTANT AND THEY'RE SOME OF THE BEST THOUGHTS EVER,

2:40
BUT THIS IS A BLOODY REVOLUTION AND A BLOODY CIVIL WAR AND A BLOODY
2:46
WORLD WAR THAT'S ENGAGING THE MAJOR POWERS OF EUROPE AS WELL AS NATIVE AMERICAN NATIONS.
2:51
AND SO WHEN YOU ADD THE COMPLEXITY TO IT, IT'S EVEN MORE OF AN IMPRESSIVE MIRACLE
2:56
THAT WE'RE STANDING HERE AND CELEBRATING THE 250TH ANNIVERSARY OF US, NOT JUST THE CAPITAL OF THE
us,
3:03
BUT US IN ALL OF THE INTIMACY OF THAT. AND | THINK THAT'S WHERE WE CAN DRAW SOME INSPIRATION
3:08
AT LEXINGTON GREEN ON APRIL 19, 1775, THE CHANCES
3:14
WERE ZERO OF SUCCESS. WE WERE UP AGAINST THE GREATEST MILITARY POWER ON EARTH,
3:19

BUT WE DON'T THINK TOO OFTEN IS THAT WE'RE ALSO UP AGAINST OUR NEIGHBORS. THIS WAS A CIVIL WAR IN A
WAY OUR CIVIL WAR WAS A SECTIONAL.
3:28
ONE PART OF THE COUNTRY AGAINST THE OTHER, BUT HERE THERE'S LOTS OF CIVILIAN DEATHS AND THERE'S
LOTS OF PEOPLE WHO
3:35
QUITE UNDERSTANDABLY WANT TO REMAIN LOYAL TO THE CROWN BECAUSE AT THAT MOMENT THE BRITISH
CONSTITUTIONAL MONARCHY IS THE BEST FORM OF GOVERNMENT ON EARTH.
3:43
THE PROSPERITY, THEIR LAND, THEIR HEALTH, THEIR LITERACY. WHY WOULD | CHANGE IT FOR SOMETHING THAT'S
COMPLETELY UNTRIED?
3:49
AND SO WE TRIED. IN OUR FILM TO NOT MAKE THE LOYALISTS WRONG, WE TRIED TO UNDERSTAND WHAT MIGHT
BE
3:56
THEIR MOTIVATIONS AND THEREFORE BE EVEN MORE IMPRESSED BY THOSE PATRIOTS WHO WERE WILLING TO
RISK THEIR LIVES,
4:03
THEIR FORTUNES, AND THEIR SACRED HONOR. ONE OF THE ASPECTS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION THAT YOU
CAPTURE SO
4:10
POWERFULLY THAT YOU'RE REFERENCING IN THIS. DOCUMENTARY IS THE FACT THAT A LOT OF PEOPLE THINK OF
THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION IN GLOSSY TERMS,
4:19
THE FOUNDING FATHERS IN PHILADELPHIA CRAFTING THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE,
4:24
THE CONSTITUTION, BUT THIS DOCUMENTARY MAKES THE POINT THAT THIS WAS



4:30
A BLOODY YEARS-LONG BATTLE THAT CLAIMED SO MANY LIVES AND.

4:36
THAT FRANKLY IMPACTED EVERY SINGLE PERSON ON THIS TERRITORY. IT'S, IT'S
4:41
SO PERVASIVE AND | THINK WE HAVE SANITIZED THE WAR AND |, | THINK IT'S OUT OF AN UNDERSTANDABLE FEAR
4:49

THAT IF SOMEHOW WE REVEAL HOW DARK AND BLOODY IT IS, THAT IT WILL SOMEHOW DIMINISH THOSE BIG
IDEAS IN PHILADELPHIA

4:56
IN '76 AND THEN 11 YEARS LATERIN, IN, IN, IN 70,
5:01
UH, | MEAN 87 WHEN THEY DO THE CONSTITUTION. IT DOESN'T.
5:07

THEY'RE THOSE IDEAS ARE MADE EVEN MORE IMPRESSIVE BECAUSE OF THE IMPROBABILITY OF THE STRUGGLE,
THE ODDS AGAINST SUCCESS,
5:14
THE TIME IT TOOK TO DO IT, THE ALL OF THE, THE PROBLEMS, THE,

5:19

THE WINTERS AT VALLEY FORGE IN MORRISTOWN IN WHICH PEOPLE ARE DYING OF DISEASE, THIS COINCIDES

WITH A
5:25
WITH A CONTINENT. WIDE PANDEMIC OR PANDEMICS AND ONE OF THE BIG ARGUMENTS OF THE TIME
5:30
IS UH WHETHER YOU INOCULATE THE TROOPS. UM THERE'S A FAILED INVASION OF CANADA,
5:36
OUR DESIRE TO MAKE IT THE 14TH STATE. | MEAN THE RHYMES TO THIS MOMENT ARE SO
5:42
PARTICULARLY HELPFUL BECAUSE | THINK WE CAN AS WE. CHICKEN LITTLE SAY THE SKY IS FALLING,

5:48

YOU KNOW, EVERYTHING IS BAD. WE'RE SO DIVIDED. WE'RE REALLY DIVIDED, BUT WE'RE WAY MORE DIVIDED
THEN,
5:53

WAY MORE DIVIDED DURING THE CIVIL WAR, WAY MORE DIVIDED DURING THE VIETNAM PERIOD. AND SO | SEE
THAT DIVISION AS
6:00
SORT OF A MILE WIDE BUT 1 INCH THICK, AND IT TAKES GOOD STORY TO REMIND PEOPLE OF THE THING THAT WE
SHARE IN COMMON.

6:08

AND YOU DO CAPTURE IN THIS DOCUMENTARY, KEN, THAT. REVOLUTION IS NOT A FOREGONE CONCLUSION.
6:17

AND THAT DEMOCRACY IS AN UNINTENDED CONSEQUENCE. | THINK A LOT OF PEOPLE THINK BACK ON THIS
MOMENT AND THINK THAT WAS THE PLAN ALL ALONG,

6:24

BUT IT WASN'T. WELL, FIRST, THE GREAT ARROGANCE OF THE PRESENT IS THAT BECAUSE WE KNOW HOW IT

TURNED OUT,
6:30
WE PRESUME SOMEHOW THAT THEY KNEW HOW IT WAS GOING TO TURN OUT, AS THE HISTORIAN DAVID
MCCULLOUGH SAID,
6:36
THERE'S NO PEOPLE IN THE PAST FOR THE PEOPLE IN THE PAST, THERE'S NO FORESEEABLE FUTURE.

6:42



GEORGE WASHINGTON DOESN'T KNOW HE'S GOING TO BE. WHO WE THINK GEORGE WASHINGTON IS WITH
DOLLAR BILL AND QUARTER AND BIG
6:49
POINTY THING IN WASHINGTON THAT'S NAMED AFTER HIM AND A STATE ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE
CONTINENT.
6:54
HE DOESN'T KNOW THAT. AND SO EVEN AFTER THE FRENCH HAVE COME IN, WHICH IS GOING TO JUST SHOWER
US WITH SUPPORT,
7:01
THERE'S MOMENTS WHERE HE'S ABSOLUTELY CERTAIN IT'S NOT GOING TO WORK. AND AS A FILMMAKER I'M
GOING,
7:06
OH, | KNOW HOW IT TURNS OUT, BUT I'M NOT SURE IT'S GOING TO WORK EITHER. AND | THINK THAT'S WHAT WE
HAVE TO DO IS EXTEND.
7:11
THEM THE THE FACT THAT THE CONTINGENCY OF THE MOMENT AND HOW
7:17
LONG THE ODDS WERE AND THAT NO ONE KNEW WHAT WAS GOING TO HAPPEN AND IT MAKES IT SO
IMPROBABLE THAT THIS
7:23
DISAGREEMENT BETWEEN ENGLISHMEN WILL BE BROKEN OUT INTO BIG NATURAL RIGHTS
7:29
THAT PEOPLE WHO ARE UM DEEPLY FLAWED IN IN IN WITH REGARD TO
7:34
THOSE RIGHTS WILL BE ABLE TO ARTICULATE THINGS THAT WOMEN AND AFRICAN AMERICANS. AND NATIVE
AMERICANS,
7:41
THE POOR AND OTHERS CAN DRIVE THROUGH. AND SO THE IDEA WAS TO CREATE A KIND OF ARISTOCRACY OF
THESE
7:47
WHITE MALE PROPERTY OWNERS. BUT IN ORDER TO WIN THIS REVOLUTION, OTHER PEOPLE ARE GOING TO
FIGHT.
7:52
THE CONTINENTAL ARMY AT THE END IS FILLED WITH TEENAGERS, NE'ER DO-WELLS, FELONS HOPING FOR A
PARDON,
7:58
RECENT IMMIGRANTS, PEOPLE WHO DON'T HAVE PROPERTY, 2ND AND 3 SONS, AND THEY FIGHT THE
REVOLUTION AND THEY'RE GOING TO NEED SOMETHING AT THE END.
8:05
SO WHAT THEY GET. IS DEMOCRACY WHAT WE GET IS DEMOCRACY AND SO THAT BECOMES THE UNINTENDED
CONSEQUENCE OF THE REVOLUTION
8:14
AND IN WATCHING THIS DOCUMENTARY | KEPT THINKING TO MYSELF THAT ONE OF THE TAKEAWAYS,
8:20
ONE OF THE POINTS THAT YOU MAKE IS THE POWER OF THIS COUNTRY'S DEMOCRACY
8:26
AND ITS FRAGILITY AT THE SAME TIME IT'S REALLY TRUE AND I'VE FOUND THAT IN.
8:31
FILM AFTER FILM AFTER FILM, YOU KNOW, WE MADE A FILM A FEW YEARS AGO CALLED THE US AND THE
HOLOCAUST,
8:36
AND YOU, YOU REALIZE THAT IF YOU WANTED TO BE IN THE MOST COSMOPOLITAN PLACE ON EARTH WHERE
8:42



EVERYTHING IN ARCHITECTURE AND CINEMA AND PAINTING AND MUSIC AND THINKING WAS GOING ON,
8:47
BERLIN IN 1932 WOULD BE THE BEST PLACE AND THE NEXT JANUARY, NOT SO MUCH AND SO YOU,
8:53
YOU SEE. HOW QUICKLY THE VENEER OF CIVILIZATION CAN CAN
8:58
CAN BE PIERCED AND THAT AND THE FOUNDERS UNDERSTOOD THAT THEY WERE REALLY TRYING TO REVERSE
9:05
ENGINEER ALL SORTS OF THINGS, YOU KNOW, THEY PUT AS ARTICLE ONE, NOT THE EXECUTIVE,
9:10
THAT'S ARTICLE 2, THE EXECUTIVE IS THE MANAGER WHO CARRIES OUT THE WISHES OF THE CONGRESS,
9:15
SO | THINK IF THE FOUNDERS CAME HERE THEY WOULD NOT BE SURPRISED AT ALL THAT SOMEBODY WAS
SEEKING MORE AUTHORITARIAN
9:21
POWER. THEY WOULD BE. ABJECTLY DISAPPOINTED THAT ARTICLE ONE,
9:26
THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH, HAD ABDICATED SO MUCH OF THE POWER BECAUSE THAT'S WHAT THEY THOUGHT
WOULD BE
9:32
THE BULWARK AGAINST THE INEVITABLE THING. REMEMBER ON JULY 4, 1776.
9:38
MOST PEOPLE HAD BEEN THROUGH TIME SUBJECTS AND WE'RE CREATING A NEW THING CALLED CITIZEN
9:44
AND IT HAD A LOT OF RESPONSIBILITIES ENTAILED WITH IT. JEFFERSON SAID ALL IN THAT DOCUMENT, ALL
EXPERIENCE HAS SHOWN
9:51
THAT MANKIND ARE MORE DISPOSED TO SUFFER WHILE EVILS ARE SUFFERABLE, MEANING
9:56
ALL OF HUMAN HISTORY WE'VE PUT UP WITH THE AUTHORITARIAN RULE. IT DOESN'T WORK. IT DOESN'T PROVIDE
FOR HUMAN HAPPINESS,
10:03
AND HERE'S OUR IDEA OF HOW TO PUT THIS FORWARD. AND BECAUSE IT'S THE ENLIGHTENMENT,
10:09
BECAUSE THINGS HAD NOT CHANGED FOR PEOPLE FOR 100, 1000 YEARS, YOU WORKED THE SAME PLOT OF LAND
FOR SOMEBODY ELSE
10:15
IN ENGLAND OR WALES OR SCOTLAND OR IRELAND, AND THEN ALL OF A SUDDEN YOU HAVE THIS POSSIBILITY,
THIS,
10:20
THIS SORT OF POSSIBILITY OF FREEDOM IN, IN COMMON SENSE. THOMAS PAINE SAYS, NOT SINCE THE TIME OF
NOAH
10:27
DO WE HAVE A CHANCE TO REMAKE THE WORLD. SO THERE IS A BIBLICAL SENSE OF OUR DESTINY
10:33
OF CREATING A PLACE WHERE HUMAN BEINGS. CAN RESET AND SAY
10:39
WE HOLD THESE TRUTHS TO BE SELF-EVIDENT. THEY'RE NOT SELF-EVIDENT. THEY'VE NEVER BEEN TRIED,
10:44
BUT THIS IS WHAT WE'RE GOING TO TRY. IN FACT, YOU HAVE SAID THAT THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION IS THE
MOST IMPORTANT EVENT
10:52
SINCE THE BIRTH OF CHRIST. TELL ME WHY YOU BELIEVE



10:57
THAT MOMENT IN HISTORY WAS SO EXTRAORDINARY. WE SAY IN THE FILM THE MOST CONSEQUENTIAL
REVOLUTION IN HISTORY,
11:04
AND WE FEEL THAT. IT'S IN THE OPENING OF THE FILM AND WE FEEL 12 HOURS LATER WE'VE PROVED IT AND AND
IT'S SET IN MOTION
11:11
MORE THAN 200 YEARS OF REVOLUTIONS WHEN HO CHI MINH DECLARES VIETNAMESE INDEPENDENCE. HE'S
QUOTING THOMAS JEFFERSON.
11:17
SO THIS THIS HAS LEGS. THESE IDEAS HAVE LEGS. THEY'RE THE MOST IMPORTANT IDEAS AND SO THEN YOU GO
BACK AND YOU GO,
11:24
WELL, WHAT'S COMPARABLE TO THIS SINCE THE BIRTH OF CHRIST IN TERMS OF A WORLD ALTERING
PHENOMENON AND
11:32
YOU KNOW |, | REMEMBER SPEAKING TO A SCHOLAR. FRENCH SCHOLAR,
11:38
AND SHE SAID, WHAT ABOUT THE FRENCH REVOLUTION? AND | SAID, WELL, HOW DID THAT WORK OUT? AND IT
WAS INSPIRED BY THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION.
11:44
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN MADE SURE THE DECLARATION WAS PUBLISHED ALL THROUGHOUT FRANCE AND IT WAS A
MUCH MORE OPPRESSIVE MONARCHY,
11:49
AND THEY SAID. WE'RE DONE. WE, WE, WE'VE HAD IT UP TO HERE, BUT IT, IT'S, IT'S ALL ACROSS THE GLOBE THAT
THIS HAPPENS.
11:55
BUT MORE IMPORTANTLY LEADING UP TO IT, MAYBE YOU COULD SAY THE RENAISSANCE, BUT OUT OF THE
RENAISSANCE COMES THE ENLIGHTENMENT
12:01
AND OUT OF THE ENLIGHTENMENT, THE TANGIBLE MANIFESTATION OF THE ENLIGHTENMENT IS THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA.

12:08
THAT'S A. BIG, BIG DEAL AND AND OUR FILM THAT'S THAT'S ESSENTIALLY
12:14
THE TAKEAWAY FROM OUR FILM ALONG WITH THIS IDEA THAT'S THAT'S VERY
12:19
INTERESTING TO SAY FOR SOMEONE WHO HAS BEEN AS INTERESTED IN BOTTOM UP HISTORY TELLING AS TOP
DOWN IS THAT
12:25
WE DON'T HAVE A COUNTRY WITHOUT GEORGE WASHINGTON FULL STOP PERIOD AND AND MOST.
12:30
OF THE ACADEMY KIND OF RESISTS THE SIMPLE EASY GREAT MAN THEORY,
12:36
BUT IT'S IN THIS CASE HAPPENS TO BE TRUE THAT WE HAVE SOMEBODY DEEPLY FLAWED,
12:42

RASH, MAKES SOME BAD DECISIONS BUT IS ABLE TO INSPIRE MEN IN THE DEAD OF NIGHT WHO PICKS
SUBORDINATE TALENT THAT'S AS GOOD IF NOT BETTER THAN HIM,
12:50
WHO DEFERS TO CONGRESS, CONVINCES PEOPLE FROM GEORGIA AND NEW HAMPSHIRE THAT THEY ARE
12:55
AMERICANS FIRST AND MORE IMPORTANTLY GIVES UP HIS POWER. WILLINGLY
13:00



TWICE WE WOULD HAVE BEEN HAPPY TO HAVE HIM AS OUR MILITARY DICTATOR AND AS PRESIDENT FOR LIFE,
AND HE SAYS NO,
13:06
THE HIGHEST OFFICE IS ACTUALLY CITIZENSHIP AND AND AND SETS IN MOTION FOR 250 YEARS
13:12
THIS PEACEFUL TRANSFER OF POWER WHICH IS THE ENVY OF THE WORLD AND YET YOU HAVE SAID EVEN GEORGE
WASHINGTON DIDN'T KNOW
13:21
THAT HE WAS GOING TO BE GEORGE WASHINGTON. HE'S GOT A. HE'S SO INTERESTING,
13:27
YOU KNOW, HE'S GOT A HUMILITY AND YET AN ARROGANCE. | MEAN, HE'S TALLER THAN EVERYBODY ELSE.
13:33
HE KNOWS WHEN HE WALKS IN A ROOM THAT HE COMMANDS IT, AND YET HE DOESN'T SQUANDER THAT. HE'S
RESERVED.
13:39
HE GIVES UP. HE DEFERS. HE LISTENS TO OTHER PEOPLE, AND YET, YOU KNOW, WHEN
13:45
SOLDIERS ARE GOING HOME BECAUSE THEIR ENLISTMENTS AND UP AND HE NEEDS THEM FOR ONE MORE BATTLE,
CAN YOU STAY ON A LITTLE BIT.
13:50
SPEAKS TO THEM WITH A KIND OF TENDERNESS. THERE'S A, THERE'S A MOMENT IN VALLEY FORGE AS THE
WINTER,
13:55
THE SNOW IS MELTING AND THINGS ARE COMING TOGETHER. THERE'S A GERMAN LANGUAGE NEWSPAPER IN
LANCASTER, PENNSYLVANIA
14:01
THAT CALLS HIM DASLANDER WAT WATER, THE COUNTRY'S DASLANDESWATER,
14:06
THE COUNTRY'S FATHER, AND IT'S THE FIRST TIME, AND IT IS REALLY TRUE, UH,
14:11
IN OUR FILM WE HAVE TWO NOTED HISTORIANS, UM, YOU KNOW, ANNETTE GORDON REED AND CHRISTOPHER
BROWN WHO SAY.
14:18
WITHOUT HIM WE DON'T SURVIVE AND YOU BEGIN TO UNDERSTAND WHY
14:24
LEADERSHIP AND VIRTUE, THE THINGS THAT THEY HOPE THIS NEW
14:29
THING THAT THEY'VE CREATED WILL PRODUCE ARE ESSENTIAL TO ITS SURVIVAL. THERE'S A KIND OF
14:35
TRUST IN VIRTUE AND NOW WE'VE GOTTEN TO A PLACE WHERE VIRTUE ISN'T EVEN TALKED ABOUT AND
CHARACTER WHICH USED TO BE THE DEFINING SENSE
14:43
OF OF ADVANCEMENT. IS NO LONGER THE THING AND SO | THINK WE CAN GO BACK TO THE REVOLUTION AND
MAYBE
14:49
REKINDLE A LITTLE BIT OF WHAT THEIR ORIGINAL MOJO WAS WAS HAD TO DO WITH THE KIND OF.
14:56
SELF-DISCIPLINE HAD TO DO WITH VIRTUE, HAD TO DO WITH CHARACTER, HAD TO DO WITH HUMILITY,
15:01
AND HAD TO DO WITH GIVING UP POWER, NOT USING, AS EVERY SINGLE GOVERNMENT UP TO THIS POINT ADD
15:08
THE INSTRUMENTALITY OF GOVERNMENT AS YOUR OWN SORT OF SPECIAL WAY TO KEEP THE POWER GOING AND
15:14



HOW REMARKABLE THAT YOU DID START THIS PROJECT IN 2015. AS THE WORLD AND THIS COUNTRY ITSELF WERE
GOING THROUGH SUCH MONUMENTAL CHANGES,
15:23
KEN, WHAT WAS THAT EXPERIENCE LIKE? WELL, YOU KNOW WHAT, THERE'S A DISCIPLINE THAT AS FILMMAKERS
THAT WE HAVE. MARK TWAIN IS,
15:28
YOU KNOW, NO EVENT HAS HAPPENED TWICE, SO HISTORY DOESN'T REPEAT ITSELF. MARK TWAIN IS SUPPOSED
TO HAVE SAID HISTORY DOESN'T REPEAT ITSELF,
15:34
BUT IT RHYMES, AND | HAVE SPENT MY ENTIRE PROFESSIONAL LIFE BEING AWARE OF THE RHYMES IN THE
PRESENT MOMENT.
15:40
AND HAVING TO INSTILL IN MYSELF AND MY COLLEAGUES A DISCIPLINE THAT SAYS WE'RE NOT POINTING SIGNS
AND SAYING
15:47
OH ISN'T THIS SO MUCH LIKE TODAY? PEOPLE ARE REALLY SMART. PEOPLE USE STORIES TO ADVANCE
THEMSELVES.
15:54
THE NOVELIST RICHARD POWERS SAYS THE BEST ARGUMENTS IN THE WORLD, AND THAT'S ALL WE DO IS ARGUE.
15:59
WON'T CHANGE A SINGLE PERSON'S POINT OF VIEW. THE ONLY THING THAT CAN DO THAT IS A GOOD STORY. SO
IF YOU TELL A GOOD STORY,
16:05
YOU'RE NOT TELLING PEOPLE HOW TO THINK. YOU'RE NOT ARGUING THAT THEIR POINT OF VIEW IS WRONG AND
MINE'S RIGHT.
16:11
YOU'RE SAYING WATCH THE TOTALITY OF THIS AND DRINK IT IN A KIND OF BENIGN TROJAN HORSE
16:17
WHICH YOU ALLOW TO COME IN THAT DOESN'T IN THE CITY, GO OUT AND BURN DOWN THE CITY AND MURDER
ITS INHABITANTS,
16:23
BUT ACTUALLY BEGINS TO TRANSFORM. AND SO WE RIGIDLY SAY WE'RE NOT GOING TO POINT OUT THESE
ERRORS.
16:28
SO WHEN | BEGAN THIS IN DECEMBER OF 2015, BARACK OBAMA. HAD 13 MONTHS TO GO IN HIS PRESIDENCY.
16:34
SO THERE'S BEEN A LOT OF WATER UNDER THE AMERICAN BRIDGE DURING THIS TIME AND WE HAVE REMAINED
STEADFASTLY
16:40
SORT OF INTO TELLING THIS STORY, KNOWING THAT SOME RHYMES WILL COME AND SOME RHYMES WILL GO.
16:46
I'LL GIVE YOU ONE HILARIOUS EXAMPLE. IF OUR FILM HAD COME OUT A YEAR BEFORE IN THE FALL OF 24.
16:53
THE WIFE OF A GERMAN GENERAL WHO'S MAKING THE CROSSINGS WITH HER SMALL DAUGHTERS AND SHE'S
TERRIFIED
16:59
ABOUT WHAT SHE'S GOING TO FIND IN AMERICA BECAUSE SHE'S HEARD THAT AMERICANS EAT CATS.
17:04
NOW, RIGHT, IF THIS HAD COME OUT IN 24 WHEN WE'RE TALKING ABOUT SPRINGFIELD, OHIO, AND THE WHOLE
17:10
INSANITY OF THAT, MAYBE WE SAY, OH, YOU PUT THAT IN THERE FOR THIS POLITICAL REASON OR THAT.
17:16



ITJUST WENT BY. NOBODY MENTIONED IT BECAUSE THAT RHYME HAD ENDED, BUT OTHER RHYMES HAVE HAVE
COME TO THE FORE AND THEY WILL ALSO RECEDE.
17:25
SO IF YOU TELL A GOOD STORY AND YOU PERMIT ALL OF THESE THINGS TO OCCUR AND YOU DON'T WASTE YOUR
TIME BY MAKING IT.
17:32
YOU KNOW, IT JUST DISAPPEARS IF YOU POINT TO THOSE THINGS AND SAY, ISN'T THIS SO MUCH LIKE TODAY?
17:37
WELL, AND AS A PART OF THAT STORYTELLING, YOU INCLUDED THE STORIES OF WOMEN
17:43
DURING THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION POPULATION, AND WE WOULDN'T HAVE A REVOLUTION WITHOUT THEIR
SUSTAINING THE RESISTANCE IN THE FIVE YEARS
17:51
LEADING UP TO THE REVOLUTION. SO AND THEN AND THE FIRST HISTORIAN IS A WOMAN, AND I'D ARGUE ONE OF
THE GREAT.
17:56
WRITERS IS ABIGAIL ADAMS AND THEN THERE'S ALSO TEENAGERS WOMEN ARE AT EVERY BATTLE, CHILDREN ARE
AT EVERY BATTLE AND YOU INCLUDE NATIVE AMERICANS,
18:04
AFRICAN AMERICANS WHO ARE SLAVES FOR THE MOST PART AT THE TIME.
18:10
WHY WAS IT SO IMPORTANT FOR YOU TO INCLUDE THEIR STORIES AND THEIR VOICES? SO IF YOU TOOK A
PICTURE,
18:16
SAY OF PHILADELPHIA, A PHOTOGRAPH WHICH DIDN'T EXIST AT THE TIME. AND LOOKED AT IT
18:22
A DOWNTOWN PHILADELPHIA, THERE WOULDN'T BE JUST WHITE MILITIA GUYS,
18:28
THERE WOULD BE WHITE PEOPLE AND BLACK PEOPLE, YOUNG AND OLD PETS,
18:33
WOMEN. NATIVE AMERICANS THAT LIVED COEXISTED WITH US HAD BEEN ASSIMILATED
18:39
AND OTHER TRIBES THAT WERE TRADING, AND | THINK THAT WE TEND TO THINK OF AN AMERICAN NATIVE
AMERICANS AS
18:45
A SORT OF ONE THING. THERE ARE MANY, MANY TRIBES, AND THEY ARE AS DISTINCT FROM ONE ANOTHER,
18:50
SAY THE CHEROKEE FROM THE HONOSHODEE, THE GROUP OF UPSTATE NEW YORK SIX NATIONS THAT HAD
18:56
FIRST TRIED OUT AN IDEA OF A CONFEDERACY, UM. AS FRANCE IS FROM GERMANY,
19:01
YOU KNOW, SO YOU HAVE TO TREAT EVERYBODY, SO WE HAVE A LINE IN THE OPENING OF THE FILM THAT THIS
19:07
BECAME A GLOBAL STRUGGLE THAT ENGAGED MORE THAN TWO DOZEN NATIONS, EUROPEAN AS WELL AS
NATIVE AMERICAN.
19:12
THEY'RE HUGELY A PART OF THIS. REMEMBER. THIS IS THE 4TH OR 5TH GLOBAL WAR OVER THE PRIZE OF NORTH
AMERICA,
19:18
AND WHEN YOU SAY PRIZE, YOU MEAN THE LAND. AND WHEN YOU SAY THE LAND, THERE ARE 300 NATIONS
19:24
IN THE WAY BETWEEN THE ATLANTIC AND THE PACIFIC, AND WE DIDN'T CALL IT THE EASTERN SEABOARD
CONGRESS AND THE EASTERN SEABOARD CONGRESS DIDN'T PUT



19:32
GEORGE WASHINGTON IN CHARGE OF THE EASTERN SEABOARD ARMY. THEY CALLED IT THE CONTINENTAL
CONGRESS AND THE CONTINENTAL ARMY,
19:39
WE KNEW WHERE WE WERE GOING BECAUSE THAT'S WHERE BRITAIN WANTED TO GO. THAT'S WHERE FRANCE
WANTED TO. THAT'S WHERE SPAIN WANTED TO GO.
19:45
THAT'S WHERE THE DUTCH WANTED TO GO. THIS IS A PRIZE AND WE ENDED UP WITH IT.
19:50
AND SO THE CHARACTERS IN THIS DRAMA ARE AS COMPLEX AS ANY STORY I'VE TOLD,
19:56
BUT THAT COMPLEXITY LEADS TO REVELATION AND UNDERSTANDING. AND IF YOU EDIT THINGS OUT,
20:03
YOU HAVE A MYOPIC VIEW OF WHAT ACTUALLY HAPPENED. IT DOESN'T DIMINISH THE BIG IDEAS.
20:08
IN FACT, IT MAKES THEM MORE INTERESTING. REBECCA TANNER, A MO. A WOMAN FROM PROBABLY
CONNECTICUT OR SOUTH CENTRAL MASSACHUSETTS
20:17
LOST 5 SONS FIGHTING FOR THE PATRIOT CAUSE. WHY AM | GOING TO LEAVE THAT OUT?
20:23
THEY'RE DYING ON BREED'S HILL, BUNKER'S HILL. THEY'RE AT LEXINGTON AND CONCORD.
20:28
SO ARE AFRICAN AMERICANS, FREE AND ENSLAVED. AND SO THIS IS A DYNAMIC STORY,
20:34
BUT THAT'S WHAT WE LIKE. ALL OF US LIKE. WELL, ONE OF THE INCREDIBLY POWERFUL MOMENTS OF THIS
DOCUMENTARY.
20:41
IS WHEN A LETTER FROM ABIGAIL ADAMS IS READ IN WHICH SHE SAYS,
20:47
DON'T FORGET ABOUT THE LADIES, BECAUSE IF YOU DO, WE WILL RISE UP AT SOME POINT.
20:52
HOW PROPHETIC. IT'S SO AMAZING, YOU KNOW, WHAT'S HAPPENED, IT'S COME DOWN TO US. THAT'S A VERY
FAMILIAR PHRASE,

20:58
REMEMBER THE LADIES, AND UM. AND YET WE DON'T LOOK AT THE SECOND THING SHE SAID ALL MEN WOULD
21:04
BE TYRANTS IF THEY WANT IF THEY WERE ABLE, AND THEN YOU, YOU REALIZE THAT THEY SEE A POSITION IN THIS
IN WHICH
21:12
THIS NEW DEMOCRACY, THIS NEW THING, WHATEVER IT IS THAT WE'RE DOING, WE NEED TO HAVE A ROLE IN IT,
BUT
21:17
YOU KNOW, AND THEY PLAY IN AN. EXTRAORDINARY ROLE AND ARE REWARDED WITH NOTHING. IT'S 144 YEARS
21:24
BEFORE WOMEN WILL GET THE VOTE. IT WILL BE SCORE 9 YEARS BEFORE,
21:30
UH, THE 13TH AMENDMENT WILL OUTLAW SLAVERY. NATIVE AMERICANS, MOST NATIVE AMERICANS WILL NOT
21:37
HAVE CITIZENSHIP UNTIL. 1924 AND WILL
21:43
STRUGGLE TO THIS DAY ABOUT THEIR OWN SOVEREIGNTY AND IDENTITY WITHIN
21:48

THE AMERICAN CULTURE BUT WE STILL ARE A NATION IN THE PROCESS OF BECOMING WE



21:55
SAY PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS WE SAY IN THE CONSTITUTION A MORE PERFECT NATION AND SO
22:00
PEOPLE KNEW AND THE SCHOLAR MAGGIE BLACKHAWK SAYS IN OUR FILM THAT THE DECLARATION, EVEN
THOUGH YOU KNEW IT WAS WHITE MEN
22:07
OF OF PROPERTY FREE OF DEBT. IT WAS DEEPLY SIGNIFICANT, SHE SAID TO PEOPLE AT THE MARGINS AND
WOMEN
22:13
AND ENSLAVED BLACKS AND NATIVE PEOPLE BECAUSE IT WAS THE DREAM OF US ALL,
22:20
RIGHT? IT'S FREEDOM IS THE LOGICAL EXTENT OF HUMAN BEINGS, YOU KNOW,
22:25
PEOPLE SAY, WELL, | THINK WE NEED A DICTATOR BECAUSE THE DICTATORS GET THINGS DONE. AND YOUR
IMMEDIATE RESPONSE HAS TO BE
22:31
AND HOW DID THAT WORK OUT IN THE PAST? IT DOESN'T WORK OUT. THE ONLY THING THAT WORKS OUT IS THE
MESSINESS
22:37
OF DEMOCRACY WHICH IS DIVERSE AND COMPLICATED AND AND INTERESTING AND ATTEMPTS.
22:44
TO TRY TO EXPAND THAT ORIGINAL IDEA OF OUR FOUNDER THOMAS JEFFERSON WHO OWNED OTHER HUMAN
BEINGS
22:51
BUT WE DON'T NEED TO HAVE THE UNFORGIVING REVISIONISM TO THROW HIM OR GEORGE WASHINGTON OR
22:56
OR BENJAMIN FRANKLIN OUT BECAUSE OF THE OWNERSHIP BECAUSE THEY MADE THOSE WORDS SO.
23:03
NOT VAGUE, SO POETICALLY OPEN THAT IT JUST INVITED THE WORLD IN
23:08
TO INTERPRET WHAT THAT MEANS. DO YOU THINK THEY UNDERSTOOD THAT THAT WAS A POSSIBILITY AT THE
TIME WHEN THEY WROTE THOSE WORDS?

23:15
CHRIS ONE OF THE MOST MOVING THINGS FOR ME THROUGHOUT THE PRODUCTION
23:21
WAS THAT. LOTS OF PEOPLE TALK ABOUT YOU AND ME.
23:26
THEY TALK ABOUT THE UNBORN MILLIONS, THE PEOPLE YET UNBORN.
23:31
JOHN ADAMS SAID THEY'RE THINKING OF THEMSELVES. THEY'VE GOT THE MOST IMPOSSIBLE UPHILL TASK
23:37
THAT'S EVER BEEN, YOU KNOW, FOUGHT, AND YET THEY ALSO KNOW THAT THERE IS A POSTERITY OUT THERE
23:44
AWAITING THE BLESSINGS OF THEIR SACRIFICE AND THEIR DISCIPLINE, AND WE OWE IT TO THEM,
23:51

NOT JUST. THE FOUNDERS WHO ARTICULATED IT, BUT FOR THE TEENAGE BOYS THAT WE INTRODUCE YOU TO
JOHN GREENWOOD,
23:57
14 YEARS OLD WHEN HE JOINS THE MASSACHUSETTS MILITIA, UH, JOSEPH PLUMB MARTIN,
24:02
15 WHEN HE SIGNS UP AFTER THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE, 10-YEAR-OLD BETSY HANDLER IN
YORKTOWN WHO'S A REFUGEE ON THE MOVE ALL THE TIME.
24:10



JOSEPH PLUMMARTIN SERVES FROM THE BIGGEST BATTLE, DISASTER, LONG ISLAND. HE IS
24:16
CLIMBING OVER THE REDOUBT AT REDOUBT NUMBER 10 AT YORKTOWN, WHICH IS THE LAST MILITARY THING
BEFORE THE SURRENDER.
24:23
PEOPLE ARE BEING SHOT NEXT TO HIM. LAFAYETTE'S IN CHARGE OF HIS DIVISION. ALEXANDER HAMILTON'S AN
OFFICER,
24:28
BUT HE'S UP AND OVER THIS. HE'S STILL A TEENAGER. HE JUST TURNED 20. IT IS
24:34
SO IMPROBABLY IMPRESSIVE THAT WE ACTUALLY HAVE AN OBLIGATION.
24:39
TO THIS FOUNDING MOMENT TO ACTUALLY GO IN AND FIND OUT WHAT THEY ACTUALLY MEANT AND WHAT
THEY ACTUALLY BELIEVED,
24:45
WHO WAS ACTUALLY INVOLVED, HOW LONG IT TOOK, ALL THE BATTLES. IT ISN'T JUST LEXINGTON AND CONCORD,
24:50
THEN, UH, WASHINGTON CROSSES THE DELAWARE AT TRENTON AND THEN YORKTOWN. THIS IS, UM, UH, JUST
24:56
6.5 YEARS OF MEAT GRINDING. OF WAR AND EVEN THEN IT'S 2 YEARS AND A MONTH BEFORE THE BRITISH LEAVE
NEW YORK.
25:02
THE SETBACK OF NEW YORK IS DEVASTATING, SO DEVASTATING, AND IT'S A MISTAKE THAT WASHINGTON MAKES.
25:08
HE MAKES SEVERAL TACTICAL MISTAKES, NO WORSE THAN AT NEW YORK AND LATER AT BRANDYWINE,
25:13
DOING THE SAME THING, LEAVING A FLANK UNPROTECTED. AND YET
25:18
HE KNOWS EVENTUALLY THAT AS THE HEAD OF AN INSURRECTIONARY ARMY HE JUST CAN'T BE CAPTURED. IF HE'S
CAPTURED,
25:24
IT'S ALL OVER. IF HE'S KILLED, IT'S ALL OVER. BUT HE KEEPS THAT ARMY GOING. HE KEEPS IT ALIVE,
25:29
AND HE IS ABLE TO INSPIRE PEOPLE TO STAY THROUGH THE WINTER AND FIGHT THE NEXT SPRING. WELL,
25:35
THIS YEAR WILL MARK 250 YEARS SINCE THE SIGNING OF THE DECLARATION.
25:40
OF INDEPENDENCE, WHAT DO YOU THINK THE FOUNDING FATHERS, THE PEOPLE WHO LIVED AND FOUGHT
DURING THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION,
25:49
WOULD THINK IF THEY COULD SEE THIS COUNTRY TODAY, THIS COUNTRY, THIS DEMOCRACY THAT THEY
25:54
FOUGHT AND GAVE THEIR LIVES FOR? THEY'D BE TOTALLY IMPRESSED IN LOTS OF WAYS. THEY'D BE STUNNED
MAYBE
26:01
AND SHOCKED AT HOW MUCH. RIGHTS HAVE BEEN EXTENDED TO PEOPLE, UH, AND, AND GLAD ABOUT IT.
26:06
| MEAN GEORGE WASHINGTON KNEW SLAVERY WAS WRONG. THOMAS JEFFERSON KNEW SLAVERY WAS WRONG
AND THE SCHOLAR ANNETTE GORDON REED SAID
26:13
HOW COULD YOU CONTINUE WITH SOMETHING IF YOU KNEW IT WAS WRONG? AND SHE SAID INSTEAD OF
THROWING JEFFERSON OUT, SHE'S AN AFRICAN AMERICAN SCHOLAR,
26:19



SHE SAYS, WELL THAT'S THE HUMAN QUESTION FOR THE REST OF US LIKE DO WE ACT ON FLAWS?

26:25
OF OUR OWN, YES, WE DO. AND SO IT'S A GENEROUS IDEA AND | THINK THEY'D BE INCREDIBLY IMPRESSED
26:32
AT WHAT WE'VE BEEN ABLE TO ACHIEVE AND SEE THE LEVELS OF DIVISION THAT WOULD SEEM FAMILIAR TO
THEM
26:38
AND BE DISAPPOINTED IN US THAT WE HADN'T FIGURED OUT WHAT THE LARGER THING WAS.
26:43
THERE ARE PEOPLE WE'RE NOT IN IN A HAPPY STATE RIGHT NOW AND. UM,
26:48
THERE ARE PEOPLE FOR WHOM THESE DIVISIONS ARE IN A TRANSACTIONAL SENSE
26:53
GOOD BUSINESS, RIGHT? TO, TO, TO STOKE THE FIRES OF THAT. | MEAN IT'S WHAT SAM ADAMS DID.
26:59

HE SAID MY JOB IS TO KEEP MY FELLOW COUNTRYMEN ALIVE TO THEIR GRIEVANCES, SO WE HAVE A LOT OF
PEOPLE WHO ARE KEEPING US ALIVE TO OUR GRIEVANCES.
27:07
ITISIN THE INTERESTS OF AUTHORITARIANS TO KEEP PEOPLE UNEDUCATED, DISTRACTED BY CONSPIRACY AND
SUPERSTITION.
27:15
AND OUR FOUNDING, THAT PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS WAS NOT PURSUIT OF MATERIAL GOODS IN A MARKETPLACE
OF THINGS,
27:21
BUT LIFELONG LEARNING IN A MARKETPLACE OF IDEAS. IF YOU DID THAT, YOU WERE CONSTANTLY IN A SOCRATIC
SENSE
27:27
ASKING YOURSELF, HOW DO | GET BETTER? HOW DO | HAVE VIRTUE, AND THAT A VIRTUOUS POPULACE,
27:33
AN EDUCATED VIRTUOUS POPULACE, SAVES ITSELF ALL THE TIME.
27:38
WELL, IN A CONVERSATION THAT | HAD WITH ANOTHER HISTORIAN, DORIS KEARNS GOODWIN. SHE SAID THAT
27:44
THE COUNTRY'S MEDIA ECOSYSTEM IS IN SOME WAYS AS DIVIDED AS IT WAS DURING THE CIVIL WAR,
27:51
AND THAT THAT'S DRIVING SO MUCH OF THE DIVISIONS,
27:57
SO MANY OF THE DIVISIONS THAT WE SEE ON DISPLAY TODAY. WHAT DOES THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION TEACH
us
28:03
ABOUT MOVING? BEYOND DIVISIONS IT TEACHES US THAT YOU CAN MOVE BEYOND DIVISIONS THAT YOU CAN
HAVE PEOPLE FROM GEORGIA
28:10
AND NEW HAMPSHIRE THAT ARE DIFFERENT STATES, DIFFERENT COUNTRIES IN THEIR OWN MIND,
28:16
AND THAT THEY CAN COME TOGETHER THAT THEY'RE NO LONGER THIS IS GEORGE WASHINGTON SAYING YOU'RE
NO LONGER FROM GEORGIA,
28:21
YOU'RE NO LONGER FROM NEW HAMPSHIRE, YOU'RE AN AMERICAN AND THAT IDEA HAS TO BE. REINFORCED,
28:26
BUT AS | SAID, THE ECOSYSTEM DOES TEND TO A SIMPLE BINARY THING,
28:32
AND NOTHING IS BINARY IN OUR ORDINARY LIVES. IF YOU RAISE CHILDREN, IF YOU'RE MARRIED,



28:37

YOU KNOW HOW COMPLICATED THAT CAN BE. AND YET WE SOMEHOW PERMIT THE COMPUTER WORLD ISA 1

ORAOAND
28:44
OUR MEDIA WORLD IS A GOOD OR A BAD OR RED STATE, MY WAY OR THE HIGHWAY. AND | THINK WHAT

28:49

THE SYSTEM, AND | THINK THAT'S WHERE THEIR DISAPPOINTMENT WOULD COME AND SAY THEY WOULDN'T BE

SURPRISED THAT WE WERE DIVIDED.
28:55
THIS IS HUMAN NATURE, UM, AND THAT'S WHAT HUMAN NATURE TEACHES YOU. THE BIBLE,
29:00
THE OLD TESTAMENT SAYS WHAT HAS BEEN WILL BE AGAIN, WHAT HAS BEEN DONE WILL BE DONE AGAIN.
THERE'S NOTHING NEW UNDER THE SUN.
29:05
THIS IS WHAT HUMAN BEINGS DO, BUT WE HAD REPRESENTED. A KIND OF ISLAND OF POSSIBILITY AND HOPE
29:12
AND | THINK THAT REVISITING THE REVOLUTION GIVES US AN OPPORTUNITY TO REKINDLE THAT AND TO

29:18

PERHAPS SAY YES | DISAGREE BUT | NOW REALIZE THAT THIS IDEA THAT YOU'RE COMPLETELY WRONG | MEAN IT

USED TO BE THAT FOREIGN POLICY.
29:26
UH, STUFF, YOU KNOW, YOU DIDN'T ARGUE ABOUT FOREIGN POLICY. IT ENDED AT THE DOOR AT, AT, AT THE
SHORELINE

29:32

AND THAT YOU COULD ARGUE ABOUT DOMESTIC THINGS AND, AND YOU MORE OR LESS UNDERSTOOD THINGS

AND WE'VE LOST THAT. VIETNAM HAS,

29:37
HAS SORT OF SET IN MOTION KIND OF DIVISIONS THAT | DON'T THINK WE'VE EVER QUITE ABANDONED,
29:43
BUT | THINK WE HAVE THAT ABILITY TO AND OUR JOB RIGHT NOW IS TO
29:49
APPLY A KIND OF SELF. DISCIPLINE TO OURSELVES AND UNDERSTAND THAT OUR WORK AHEAD OF US
29:55
IS REPAIR AND RESTORATION. WELL, THERE'S A ROBUST DEBATE RIGHT NOW ABOUT HOW TO TELL
30:02
HISTORY ABOUT WHAT SHOULD BE INCLUDED, AND YOU, AND | LOVE THIS,
30:07
YOU HAVE A SIGN IN YOUR EDITING ROOM THAT SAYS IT'S COMPLICATED.
30:13
HOW DO YOU APPROACH THIS VERY COMPLICATED TASK AND, AND DECIDE WHAT TO INCLUDE?
30:18
YOU JUST HAVE TO ACCEPT THAT YOU DON'T YOU INCLUDE. WHAT WORKS IN STORYTELLING, BUT PART OF THAT
SIGN,
30:25
IT'S COMPLICATED, MEANS THAT YOU MAY HAVE A SCENE THAT WORKS, BUT THE FACTS ARE REQUIRING YOU
30:31

TO DESTABILIZE THAT SCENE. MOST FILMMAKERS, IF IT'S WORKING, YOU DON'T WANT TO TOUCH IT, ME
INCLUDED, BUT
30:37
WE'VE SPENT OUR ENTIRE PROFESSIONAL LIVES DESTABILIZING SCENES BECAUSE IN THE TENSION BETWEEN ART
AND FACT,
30:42



FACT HAS TO WIN, JUST LIKE IN YOUR BUSINESS, BUT. WE ARE IN A PLACE WHERE PEOPLE MANIPULATE THINGS
AND SO | THINK
30:50
THE SORT OF SAYING IT'S NOT SO COMPLICATED OR LET'S NOT TALK ABOUT THAT, PAY NO ATTENTION
30:56
TO THAT IS IS ALMOST LIKE THE EMPEROR HAVING NO CLOTHES LIKE WAIT A SECOND. THE EMPEROR HAS NO
CLOTHES.
31:02
LET'S TALK ABOUT THAT. AND SO WE HAVE A VERY RICH AND COMPLEX HISTORY THAT'S NOT DIMINISHED IN ANY
WAY
31:09
BY THAT COMPLEXITY. IN FACT, | THINK IT MAKES IT ALL THE MORE AMAZING.
31:14
SO THIS IDEA THAT YOU CAN SIMPLIFY IT, YOU CAN PULL OUT SOMEBODY'S STORY OR NOT TELL THIS STORY OR
DON'T GO INTO THAT,
31:20
THAT IT'S WHAT IS A CORROSIVE IDEOLOGY, THIS IS CRAZY.
31:25
THIS IS WHAT HAPPENED AND YOU. WE'RE, IF YOU'RE GOOD AT IT, YOUR UMPIRE'S CALLING BALLS AND STRIKES.
31:32
AND IF YOU LIVE IN A SUPERFICIAL MEDIA WORLD WHERE EVERYTHING'S A HIGHLIGHT REEL, BABE RUTH ONLY
HITS A HOME RUN.
31:38
WELL, BABE RUTH STRUCK OUT MORE TIMES THAN HE HIT A HOME RUN. AND GUESS WHAT? HE ONLY COMES UP
TO BAT ONCE EVERY 9 TIMES,
31:46
AND IT MAY FALL TO A SECOND BASEMAN, A MIDDLE INFIELDER WHO'S MAKING A FRACTION OF HIS SALARY,
31:52
THAT'S BATTING, YOU KNOW, 198 TO BE. THE HERO OF THE LAST OF THE 7TH GAME OF THE LAST WORLD SERIES
WAS EXACTLY
31:59
THAT. SO DO YOU THEN WANT TO SAY IT'S ONLY THIS GUY WHO COMES UP ONCE EVERY 9 TIMES,
32:04
OR DO YOU WANT TO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THEY'RE ALL THE OTHER PEOPLE THAT ARE ENGAGED? IT DOESN'T
TAKE AWAY FROM
32:11
THE POWER OF BABE RUTH OR THE POWER OF THE AMERICAN IDEALS TO UNDERSTAND THAT IT'S
32:16
COMPLICATED BY THESE GLORIOUS THINGS, AND WE CELEBRATE THAT, YOU KNOW, EVEN WHITMAN.
32:22
OUR POET OF THE 19TH CENTURY SAYS, DO | CONTRADICT MYSELF? | CONTRADICT MYSELF. WE REVEL IN THE
FACT THAT DEMOCRACY IS MESSY.
32:29
WE REVEL IN THE FACT THAT IF YOU THAT THAT THE HALLMARK OF AUTHORITARIANISM IS TO REGULATE
EVERYTHING,
32:36
HOW YOU THINK, WHAT THE HISTORY IS, AND WHATEVER, AND YOU CAN TAKE PEOPLE OUT OF PHOTOGRAPHS.
THE SOVIETS DID THAT.
32:41
THERE'D BE SOMEBODY, YOU KNOW, AT THE POLITBURO WHO'D FALLEN OUT OF FASHION, AND THEY JUST EDIT
THE PHOTOGRAPH OUT.
32:48
WE CAN'T DO THAT IN A DEMOCRACY. PART OF THAT COMPLICATED TAPESTRY IS THE VIOLENCE



32:54
ON WHICH THIS COUNTRY WAS FOUNDED. YOU CAPTURE THAT IN THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION. YOU CAPTURE

THAT
32:59
DURING THE CIVIL WAR. WE HAVE SEEN POLITICAL VIOLENCE
33:05
INCREASE IN RECENT YEARS. WHAT DO YOU THINK THE ROLE OF VIOLENCE HAS BEEN IN IN NOT JUST
33:12
CREATING THIS COUNTRY BUT IN WHERE WE ARE RIGHT NOW? THERE ARE SPASMS OF VIOLENCE THAT PEOPLE
33:20
HAVE AND WE'RE NOT IMMUNE TO IT. WE DIDN'T HAVE A COUNTRY UNLESS IT WAS, AS YOU CORRECTLY POINT
OUT,
33:25
EXTRAORDINARILY VIOLENT. OUR CIVIL WAR IS BEYOND COMPREHENSION AS WE MADE OUR SERIES,
33:32
UH, 35 YEARS AGO, WE THOUGHT THAT THERE WERE 600, 620,000 DEAD.
33:37
WE NOW. BELIEVE IT MAY BE 750,000 DEAD. THAT'S ALSO DISEASE AND WOUNDS LATER ON,
33:42
BUT UH JUST AN IMPOSSIBLY LARGE NUMBER EVEN FOR A COUNTRY THEN OF 31 MILLION.
33:47
BUT THE REVOLUTION, 3 MILLION PEOPLE, AND THE, THE SUFFERING IS PROPORTIONATELY
33:53

AS BAD AS THE CIVIL WAR. WE'LL NEVER KNOW THE NUMBERS AND WE'RE NOT KEEPING THE KIND OF RECORDS
THAT ARE POSSIBLE.

33:58
IT'S REALLY. IT'S REALLY HORRIBLE AND YET THIS IS A HUMAN MANIFESTATION.
34:04
THIS IS WHAT HUMAN BEINGS DO. ONE OF THE THINGS THAT THE FOUNDERS WERE HOPING IS TO DESIGN.
34:10
A NETWORK THAT WOULD PERMIT WITHIN IT THE ABILITY TO NEGOTIATE THESE THINGS,
34:15
TO FIGURE OUT WHAT THE PEACEFUL SOLUTION OF GEORGE WASHINGTON IS
34:20
ANGUISHED AT THE SHEA'S REBELLION. HE'S WORRIED THAT WE'LL DROWN OUR RISING EMPIRE,
34:26

HE SAID OUR RISING EMPIRE IN BLOOD. HE'S LOOKING FOR WAYS TO TAKE. WHAT IS THE NORMAL COURSE OF
HUMAN EVENTS?
34:33
THERE WAS A COUPLE, WILL AND ERROLEL DURANT, A HISTORIAN COUPLE WHO HAD DECIDED, | THINK IT WAS
LIKE 38 YEARS OF ALL RECORDED HUMAN HISTORY HAD BEEN WITHOUT WARS.
34:42
THEY'RE WRONG. THERE WAS A WAR SOMEWHERE THERE. THEY JUST MISSED IT IN THEIR SCHOLARSHIP. THIS IS
WHAT WE DO.
34:48
THIS IS, AS SOMEONE, ONE OF OUR MARINES IN THE VIETNAM WAR SAID, THIS IS THE HISTORY OF THE WORLD,
34:54
PEOPLE KILLING EACH OTHER AND FIGHTING, AND SO VIOLENCE IS PART OF IT. THE QUESTION IS.
34:59
ALWAYS FALLING ON OURSELVES, AND THIS IS WHAT THE FOUNDERS FELT THIS IDEA OF VIRTUE BEGINS WITH ME,
35:04
BEGINS WITH GEORGE WASHINGTON. IT SAYS | NEED TO CHECK THIS AND CAN WE DESIGN A SYSTEM
35:10



THAT WILL PERMIT PEOPLE TO UNDERSTAND THAT THE HIGHEST OFFICE IN THE LAND IS CITIZEN, THAT YOU CAN'T
COMPLAIN,
35:15
YOU HAVE TO VOTE, THAT YOU HAVE TO GET INVOLVED WITH THINGS, YOU HAVE TO LISTEN TO YOUR
NEIGHBORS, YOU HAVE TO UNDERSTAND THAT

35:21
THIS WILL ALWAYS. FOR ALL OF HUMAN HISTORY, UH, YOU KNOW, IF I'M MAKING A FILM, YOU KNOW,
35:26
200 YEARS FROM NOW, WHICH | WON'T, IT WILL BE, WE WILL BE TALKING ABOUT WARS AND POLITICAL
VIOLENCE,
35:33
BUT WE HAVE A SYSTEM HERE IN WHICH WE HAVE AT LEAST THE RECIPE.
35:39
TO TO PULL OUT THE, THE, THE FUEL RODS OF ANGER AND DISTRUST AND HATRED,
35:44
THE QUESTION IS FOR AMERICANS RIGHT NOW AS WE APPROACH THIS GLORIOUS MOMENT, 250 YEARS,
35:50
THE OLDEST DEMOCRACY ON EARTH. DO YOU WANT TO CONTINUE TO COOK WITH THAT RECIPE OR DO YOU,
35:56
CAN YOU BE AS, AS AUTHORITARIANS ALWAYS DO, CONVINCING YOU IT'S BETTER IF EVERYTHING'S ORDERED
36:02
OR THAT OUR STORY IS ONLY ONE PEOPLE AND NOT OTHER PEOPLE. THE WHOLE STORY IS THIS
36:08
UNBELIEVABLY WIDE VARIETY OF PEOPLE WHO IMPROBABLY COME TOGETHER.
36:14
THAT'S THE HEADLINE. YOU STILL SEEM SO HOPEFUL.
36:20
DESPITE THE FACT THAT THIS CONTINUES TO BE THE GREAT EXPERIMENT,
36:26
DEMOCRACY, WHAT GIVES YOU THAT HOPE, KEV? I, I, BECAUSE | THINK THAT RECIPE IS THERE.
36:31

IT'S SITTING IN FRONT OF US AND WE HAVE BEEN DISTRACTED BY THE SHINY OBJECTS OF SUPERSTITION AND
CONSPIRACY AND
36:39
US VERSUS THEM. |, | MEAN, I. I, | SAID SOMETHING A COUPLE OF YEARS AGO JUST
36:44
OUT ON THE ROAD TALKING ABOUT ONE FILM AND | SAID, YOU KNOW, I'VE HAD THE GREAT PRIVILEGE OF
MAKING FILMS ABOUT THE US
36:51
BUT | ALSO MAKE FILMS ABOUT US THAT IS TO SAY ALL OF THE INTIMACY OF
36:57
US AND WE AND OUR. AND ALL OF THE MAJESTY AND COMPLEXITY AND CONTRADICTION AND EVEN
CONTROVERSY
37:04
OF THE US AND IT IS A PRIVILEGED SPACE AND IF YOU CAN HOLD ON TO THE FACT THAT THESE THINGS CAN
COEXIST THAT YOU CAN HAVE CONTROVERSY,

37:12

YOU CAN HAVE CONTRADICTION, YOU CAN HAVE COMPLEXITY, YOU CAN HAVE MAJESTY, AND YOU CAN HAVE

THE INTIMACY OF.

37:17

EACH OF OUR STRUGGLES IN OUR OWN LIVES TO MAKE A LIVING, TO PUT FOOD ON THE TABLE, TO RAISE OUR

CHILDREN WELL,

37:23



TO CONSTANTLY EDUCATE OURSELVES, PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS, THEN YOU, THEN,
37:29
THEN YOU CAN BE OPTIMISTIC AND THEN YOU CAN HAVE THAT THERE'S ALWAYS AN US HERE. | LIVE IN A TINY
TOWN IN NEW HAMPSHIRE AND
37:35
PEOPLE HAVE VARIOUS POINTS OF VIEW, LIKE WIDELY VARYING POINTS OF VIEW. AND WE LISTEN TO EACH OTHER
AND WE TALK TO EACH OTHER
37:42
AND YOU KNOW, OBVIOUSLY THINGS GET FRAYED AT TIMES, BUT THERE ARE, WE HAVE BUILT IN IN OUR SYSTEM
37:49
THE MECHANISMS FOR REPAIR AND THE RESTORATION THAT | THINK ARE CENTRAL TO TO THE RESPONSE TO THIS
MOMENT.
37:56
YES, WE CAN BE CHICKEN LITTLES AND LIE IN A FETAL POSITION, IT'S ALL OVER. THIS IS THE WORST EXISTENTIAL
THING.
38:02
THAT'S THE ARROGANCE OF THIS THING, WAY MORE DIVIDED DURING THE REVOLUTION, WAY MORE DIVIDE.
DURING THE CIVIL WAR,

38:08
WAY MORE DIVIDED IN THE VIETNAM ERA, SO WE HAVE A CHANCE TO SORT OF
38:13
RECONCILE THIS AND WHY NOT TAKE THE PATH OF RECONCILIATION RATHER THAN
38:19
THE DRAMA, THE NEEDLESS DRAMA OF FURTHER DISUNION
38:24
AND DISSIPATION AND VIOLENCE PERHAPS AND YOU JUST, WE DON'T NEED TO CHOOSE IT.
38:30
YOU HAVE TOLD SO MANY OF THESE STORIES ON PUBLIC TELEVISION. UH, YOU HAVE BEEN A FIERCE ADVOCATE
OF,
38:37
OF PUBLIC TELEVISION, OF PBS, AND YET IT IS FACING STEEP HEADWINDS.
38:44
WHERE DO YOU THINK PUBLIC TELEVISION IS ABOUT A YEAR INTO SEEING ITS FUNDING CUT?
38:50
YES, SO, UH, NOT ALL OF ITS FUNDING. WE GET SUPPORT FROM, YOU KNOW, PEOPLE LIKE YOU. THANK YOU.
38:55
AND, UH, THE CORPORATION FOR PUBLIC BROADCASTING WAS SORT OF PUT OUT OF BUSINESS, A HUGE PART OF
MY BUDGET.
39:02
IT'S A HUGE PART OF PBS'S BUDGET. BUT IT'S NOT THE ONLY THING WE'LL, WE'LL SURVIVE. THE PROBLEM IS,
39:08

WHAT ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS THAT ARE COMING UP? WHAT ABOUT THOSE RURAL STATIONS THAT DEPEND ON
MUCH GREATER FUNDING FROM THE CORPORATION FOR PUBLIC BROADCASTING
39:16
THAN MY 20%, WHICH IS A HUGE BIG HIT THAT WE HAVE, BUT WE'LL, WE'LL RESPOND,
39:21
UM. YOU KNOW, |, I, | WORRY ABOUT THEM. THEY MIGHT BE NEWS DESERTS WHO WILL BE COVERING THE
SCHOOL BOARD,
39:28
WHO WILL BE AT THE CITY COUNCIL MEETING, AND MAYBE THAT'S THE INTENTION OF IT. | DON'T KNOW, UM,
BUT I,
39:33
BUT | WANT THAT TO, WE'RE STITCHED TOGETHER BY THAT. | THINK THE GOOD NEWS SIDE OF IT, THE,



39:38
THE GLASS HALF FULL, IS THAT. | COULDN'T HAVE MADE ANY OF MY FILMS OVER THE LAST 50 YEARS ANYWHERE
BUT PUBLIC BROADCASTING.
39:45
THERE'S JUST NOT THE TIME. IT IS 1 FT IN THE MARKETPLACE AND THE OTHER PROUDLY OUT, AND SO
39:51
IT1S THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE APPLIED TO COMMUNICATIONS BECAUSE IT IS ABOUT LIFELONG
LEARNING
39:56
AND SO. THE MARKET DEMANDS, AS YOU ARE WELL AWARE OF, ARE INTENSE THESE DAYS ON THIS BUSINESS OF
40:03
JOURNALISM OR JUST TELEVISION AND GETTING IT STRAIGHT, AND WHAT SEEMS NICE ABOUT THE PBS STANDS
FOR THE PUBLIC,
40:09
OBVIOUSLY, BROADCASTING, OBVIOUSLY, BUT IT ISN'T SYSTEM. IT'S SERVICE
40:15
AND | LIKE THAT AND WE HAVE TO REMEMBER WE GOTTA DO A LOT OF THINGS WE HAVE TO PUT CIVICS BACK
INTO OUR TEACHING WE HAVE TO PUT
40:22
HISTORY BACK INTO OUR TEACHING WE HAVE TO REMIND PEOPLE HOW EXTRAORDINARILY RELEVANT IF, IF,
40:28
IF RIGHT NOW IN THIS MOMENT MY FILM ABOUT SOMETHING THAT HAPPENED 250 YEARS AGO IS THE
40:33
THING OF THE MOMENT TO HELP US. GET IT THROUGH THAT REMINDS YOU OF THE POWER OF HISTORY, OUR
GREATEST TEACHER AND THAT'S
40:40
| THINK WHERE WE WILL BE LED OUT OF THE WILDERNESS THROUGH THE DISCIPLINE OF EDUCATION,
40:46
SELF-EDUCATION, QUESTIONING YOURSELF. THERE'S A GREAT, UH, UH, JURIST, UH,
40:52
FROM THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY NAMED LEARNED HAND. CAN THERE BE A. UM,
40:57
A BETTER NAME FOR A JUDGE THAN LEARNED HAND, AND HE SAID LIBERTY IS NEVER BEING TOO SURE YOU'RE
RIGHT.
41:04
SO RIGHT NOW WE NEED TO HAVE A FAITH IN OUR SYSTEM, AND THE OPPOSITE OF FAITH IS NOT DOUBT.
41:09
DOUBT IS CENTRAL TO FAITH. THE OPPOSITE OF FAITH IS CERTAINTY WHICH. KILLS THE MYSTERY OF WHAT'S
GOING ON.
41:15
SO WHEN YOU TAKE OUT THIS BOOK FROM THIS LIBRARY OR YOU DON'T TELL THIS STORY,
41:20
YOU'RE SAYING THAT YOU'RE CERTAIN YOU KNOW WHAT THINGS ARE AND WE DON'T KNOW WHAT THINGS ARE
AND THE EMBRACING OF THAT MYSTERY
41:28
IS OUR SALVATION AND YOU ARE TELLING THESE MOMENTS OF HISTORIES AGAINST THE BACKDROP
41:35
OF A RAPIDLY EVOLVING TECHNOLOGICAL LANDSCAPE. WHAT DO YOU THINK THE ROLE OF Al IS AND WILL BE IN
DOCUMENTARY FILMMAKING?
41:46
WELL, | HOPE MINIMAL. | HOPE IT'S A RESEARCH TOOL THAT HELPS YOU FIND THAT DOCUMENT
41:51



THAT YOU DIDN'T KNOW EXISTED OR THAT PAINTING OF BENEDICT ARNOLD, WHO DOESN'T HAVE A GOOD
PAINTING HERE FOR OBVIOUS REASONS,
41:58
YOU KNOW, MAYBE, MAYBE YOU CAN FIND THAT THERE, BUT THE IDEA THAT IT MIGHT WRITE, THAT IDEA THAT IT
MIGHT GENERATE.
42:04
THINGS IS REALLY UNACCEPTABLE TO ME. IT'S NOT GOING TO HAPPEN
42:09
FOR ME. I'M MORE INTERESTED IN WHAT IT WILL DO, SAY, IN
42:16
MEDICINE, IN OUR GENE EDITING, THE CRISPR THING, AND THE IDEA THAT Al COULD
42:21
GO THROUGH THE PERMUTATIONS AND ISOLATE THOSE PROTEINS THAT WOULD SAVE YOUR LIFE BECAUSE THEY
COULD DESIGN A NON-TOXIC NATURAL.

IMMUNITY TO WHATEVER WAS ATTACI?I%\I:EIQYOUR BODY AND THAT THAT COULD BE
SOLVED INDIVIDUALLY ON A PERSON TO PERA;%):?’NZLLEVEL THAT'S TO ME AN APPLICATION OF Al,
THE IDEA THAT YOU CAN DUMP INTO SOI\;EZ:S?’(?CIAL MEDIA AN APPLICATION THAT STRIPS
PEOPLE OF THEIR CLOTHING, NOT SO MUCH. | WAI\?I\TZZALK TO YOU A LITTLE BIT ABOUT YOU PERSONALLY,
HOW YOU BECAME KEN BURNS. YOU TALK ABOLIJZ'I:'?'SI'HE FACT THAT THE PASSING OF YOUR MOTHER
WAS DEEPLY DEVASTATING TO YOS?,’M(\)IZD THAT IT WAS DEEPLY IMPACTFUL.

43:08

TALK A LITTLE BIT ABOUT YOUR MOM LOSING HER AND HOW THAT CREATED WHO YOU ARE TODAY.

MY MOM GOT CANCER WHEN SHE WAS WHEN | WAS433231I3 4, AND THERE WAS NEVER A MOMENT GROWING UP

43:19

WHERE WE DIDN'T HAVE THIS HORRIFIC IMPENDING TRAGEDY ABOUT TO HAPPEN AND, AND | WAS EVEN TOLD
WHEN | WAS IN 2ND GRADE,
43:26
7 YEARS OLD, THAT SHE WAS GOING TO DIE IN 6 MONTHS. BUT SHE LIVED ALMOST TO MY 12TH BIRTHDAY,
43:31
JUST A FEW MONTHS AGO | GOT THROUGH THE 6TH GRADE, UM, OR JUST ALMOST THROUGH THE 6TH GRADE,
AND SHE DIED,
43:37
AND MY FATHER WOULD HAVE THE, THE STRICT CURFEW,
43:42
BUT HE WOULD, HE WOULD LET ME STAY UP AT NIGHT AND WATCH MOVIES WITH HIM, AND | SAW HIM CRY FOR
THE FIRST TIME AT A MOVIE,
43:48
AND HE HADN'T CRIED WHEN MY MOM WAS SICK OR WHEN SHE DIED, AND |, I, | NOTICED IT AND FRIENDS HAD
NOTICED IT.
43:54
AND THEN HERE WAS THIS EMOTIONAL SAFE HAVEN, SO | KNOW IN 1965, | WAS NOW 12,
44:00
| WANTED TO BE A FILMMAKER. AND THAT MEANT HALFRED HITCHCOCK OR
44:05
JOHN FORD OR WHATEVER. AND | WENT TO HAMPSHIRE COLLEGE IN AMHERST, MASSACHUSETTS, WHICH WAS
BRAND NEW AND EXPERIMENTING.



44:11
| CAME THE SECOND YEAR AND ALL THE TEACHERS WERE SOCIAL DOCUMENTARIES, STILL PHOTOGRAPHERS AND
FILMMAKERS,
44:16
REMINDING ME THAT THERE IS AS MUCH DRAMA IN WHAT IS AND WHAT WAS AS ANYTHING THAT THE HUMAN
IMAGINATION DREAMS UP.
44:23
AND BY THE TIME | WAS WORKING ON MY FINAL UH PROJECT UH THERE IN '74 AND 75.
44:30
| WAS DOING A HISTORY FILM AND I'VE DONE IT EVER SINCE. LATER ON IN A CRISIS,
44:35
MY LATE FATHER-IN-LAW, WHO IS A PSYCHOLOGIST, I, | TOLD HIM | SEEM TO BE KEEPING MY MOTHER ALIVE AND
HE THEN SAID,
44:41
| BET YOU BLOW OUT YOUR BIRTHDAY CANDLES WISHING SHE'D COME BACK. | COULD NEVER BE PRESENT ON THE
DAY
44:47
SHE DIED. IT WAS ALWAYS A DATE IN THE FUTURE AND THEN RECEDING APRIL TWENTY-EIGHTH. NOW | NEVER
FORGET IT
44:52
OR EVEN DURING THE DAY NOTICE IT ON A CLOCK OR A COUNTDOWN CAMERA, WHATEVER IT MIGHT BE. AND HE
SAID,
44:58
| BET YOU BLEW OUT YOUR CANDLES WISHING SHE'D COME BACK. AND | SAID, HOW DID YOU KNOW THAT? AND
HE SAID, LOOK WHAT YOU DO FOR A LIVING.
45:04
YOU WAKE THE DEAD. YOU MAKE ABRAHAM LINCOLN COME ALIVE. WHO DO YOU THINK YOU'RE REALLY TRYING
TO WAKE UP?
45:09
AND SO YOU REALIZE THAT. GRIEF IS THIS.
45:14
INCREDIBLY DEVASTATING FORCE IN OUR LIVES, BUT IT ALSO IS A PROPELLANT AND SOMETIMES MOST OF US,
45:21
AS MUCH AS WE WANT TO ORDER OUR LIVES AND HAVE THE METAPHORICAL GATED COMMUNITY AGAINST
EVERYTHING AND
45:26
TRY TO SOLVE FOR ANY KIND OF FREE ELECTRON, WE'RE REALLY ACTUALLY MADE OFTEN BY THE TRAGEDIES THAT
WE SUFFER
45:34
AND THAT. | AM, |, | WOULDN'T BE TALKING TO YOU IF MY MOTHER HADN'T DIED,
45:39
AND THAT'S PART OF THE, THE TRAGEDY AND LOSS OF IT,
45:45
AND IT'S ALSO PART OF WHAT MAKES US AS HUMAN BEINGS ABLE TO OVERCOME THESE THINGS AND TO SAY.
45:52
NOT IN A CONSCIOUS WAY, BUT | HAVE IN RETROSPECT BEEN ABLE TO PUT THE GRIEF INTO THE SERVICE
45:59
OF COMMUNICATING TO MYSELF, MY COLLEAGUES, AND MOST IMPORTANTLY TO MY FELLOW CITIZENS
46:04
THE GLORIES OF OUR STORY IN ALL THEIR COMPLICATIONS. IT'S POWERFUL.
46:10
YOU'RE BASICALLY SAYING YOU'VE CARRIED HER WITH YOU EVERY STEP OF THE WAY, EVERY STEP OF THE WAY,
LYLA,LYLA



46:15
AND UM. WE NEVER SAID THAT NAME. IT WAS, IT WAS SORT OF DRAPED IN BLACK CREPE. MY BROTHER AND |,
WHO WERE IN OUR 705,
46:21
SAY MOMMY STILL BECAUSE WHEN SHE LEFT SHE WAS A MOMMY, BUT MY OLDEST DAUGHTER, WHO NEVER MET
HER GRANDMOTHER,

46:26

OF COURSE, NAMED HER FIRST CHILD LILA, AND SO NOW THE BIRD SINGS AND THE FLOWERS BLOOM AND,
46:32

AND WE CELEBRATE, YOU KNOW, NEW LIFE AND, AND THAT'S, THAT'S WHAT HAPPENS YOU BEGIN TO
UNDERSTAND.
46:39
YOU KNOW NONE OF US ARE GETTING OUT OF HERE ALIVE AND SO YOU COULD QUITE CONCEIVABLY BE IN THAT
FETAL POSITION,
46:45
UM, NOT DOING ANYTHING BUT WE DON'T WE WRITE SYMPHONIES AND WE CREATE
46:51
SKYSCRAPERS AND WE RAISE CHILDREN AND TEND GARDENS. THIS IS

46:56

ALLIN A WAY OF ACKNOW AND WE TELL STORIES WHICH ARE A WAY TO KEEP AS WYNTON MARSALIS SAID.
47:02

THE WOLF FROM THE DOOR AND THE WOLF FROM THE DOOR IS OUR INEVITABLE MORTALITY.
47:08
THERE'S NOT GOING TO BE AN EXCUSE MADE AN EXCEPTION MADE IN ANYONE'S CASE,

47:13

AND THEY'RE GOING TO LIVE FOREVER, WHICH MANY OF US DEEP DOWN THINK MAYBE THAT WILL HAPPEN

WHEN WE ACCEPT THAT YOU'VE TAKEN A BIG STEP FORWARD AND YOU'VE PERMITTED THE FACT
47:22
THAT STORY, THE EDITING OF HUMAN EXPERIENCE, IS THE WAY WE SHARE WITH EACH OTHER THE FRAGILITY OF
OUR MORTALITY

47:29

AND YET. THE IMMORTALITY OF THE THINGS WE LEAVE BEHIND. WELL,
47:34

WHAT AN AMAZING TRIBUTE TO YOUR MOTHER. IT'S NOTABLE THAT
47:40

THERE IS A TRIBUTE TO YOU CALLED THE KEN BURNS EFFECT,
47:45
WHICH DESCRIBES THIS UNIQUE WAY THAT YOU HAVE FOUND OF, OF ZOOMING IN AND FRANKLY CAPTURING
47:52
AND GIVING PEOPLE AN INTIMATE LOOK AT. IN IMAGE,
47:58
WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO YOU, KEN, THAT YOU HAVE IMPACTED

48:03

THE FILM INDUSTRY, THE DOCUMENTARY INDUSTRY, YOUNG FILMMAKERS IN A WAY THAT THERE'S NOW A KEN
BURNS EFFECT?

48:10

WELL, STEVE JOBS INVENTED THAT, AND I, | GAINED OUT OF THAT A GOOD FRIENDSHIP WITH HIM. BECAUSE HE

BROUGHT ME IN TO SHOW ME
48:15
THIS RATHER CRUDE ZOOMING AND PANNING ACROSS OLD PHOTOGRAPHS AND IT'S IT'S A LITTLE BIT MORE
COMPLICATED BEING

48:23



BEING RELATED TO A LOT OF STILL PHOTOGRAPHERS. MY DAD WAS AN AMATEUR STILL PHOTOGRAPHER. MY
FIRST MEMORY IS OF HIM BUILDING A DARK ROOM AND DEVELOPING STUFF IN OUR BASEMENT,
48:31
AND UM THERE'S A MAGIC IN IT, AND | WANTED TO TREAT THOSE OLD PHOTOGRAPHS AS ALIVE AND TRY TO
FIGURE OUT HOW TO WAKE THEM UP,
48:37
AND THAT MEANS WITH AN ENERGETIC AND EXPLORING CAMERA EYE. AND JOBS, YOU KNOW,
48:43
BROUGHT IT IN AND HE, HE SAID ALL MAC COMPUTERS STARTING IN JANUARY 2003 WILL HAVE THIS
48:48
AND WE WANT TO KEEP THE WORKING TITLE. AND | SAID, WHAT IS IT? HE GOES, THE KEN BURNS EFFECT. | SAID,
48:53
| DON'T DO COMMERCIAL ENDORSEMENTS AND HE WENT, WHAT? SO WE WENT BACK TO HIS OFFICE AND WE
TALKED AND AT THE END APPLE VERY GENEROUSLY,
48:59
STEVE VERY GENEROUSLY GAVE MORE THAN A MILLION DOLLARS, WHICH | GAVE AWAY OF SOFTWARE AND
HARDWARE TO NONPROFITS.
49:06
AND THAT WAS THE WAY | DID IT. AND SO. I'M HOPING THAT THAT GETS PEOPLE INTERESTED IN HOW YOU CAN
PUT TOGETHER THE STORIES,
49:14
OUR OWN INTIMATE STORIES. | MEAN, | KNOW THAT THAT THING HAS SAVED LOTS OF WEDDINGS AND
VACATIONS AND
49:20
BAR MITZVAHS AND YOU KNOW, MEMORIAL SERVICES, BUT THE,
49:25
THE IMPORTANT THING IS THAT WE LEARN TO TELL STORIES TO EACH OTHER AND WE LEARN TO SHARE OUR
EXPERIENCES
49:31
IN AN HONEST AND OPEN WAY THAT'S UNAFRAID OF UH. CONTROVERSY AND TRAGEDY THAT ATTENDS NOT JUST
49:38
THE NATIONAL STORY BUT. THE INNER STORY BUT EQUALLY DRAWN TO THOSE STORIES AND MOMENTS THAT
SUGGEST AN ABIDING FAITH
49:46
IN THE HUMAN SPIRIT. WELL, YOU HAVE BEEN MAKING DOCUMENTARIES FOR MORE THAN 50 YEARS,
49:51
KEN. YOU'VE DEDICATED YOUR LIFE TO THIS CRAFT. WHEN THE DOCUMENTARY
49:56
OF KEN BURNS IS MADE, HOW DO YOU HOPE PEOPLE WILL REMEMBER YOUR IMPACT HERE ON THIS EARTH?
50:03
ONE OF THE GOOD THINGS ABOUT. HOMER OR SHAKESPEARE IS THAT WE DON'T KNOW THAT MUCH ABOUT
THEM.
50:09
IT'S THE STORY THAT MATTERS AND | HAVE IN MY HOME IN NEW HAMPSHIRE A FADED NEW
50:15
YORKER CARTOON THAT SHOWS 3 MEN STANDING IN HELL, THE FLAMES LICKING UP AROUND THEM,
50:20
AND ONE GUY SAYS TO THE OTHER TWO, APPARENTLY MY OVER 200 SCREEN CREDITS DIDN'T MEAN A DAMN
THING
50:26
AND SO THERE IS IN MY LITTLE. TOWN ALSO REINFORCES THE STUFF AND | THINK LEARNING A LOT ABOUT
50:31



GEORGE WASHINGTON FOR ALL THE FLAWS AND ALL THE MISTAKES ON THE BATTLEFIELD BUT ALL THE GREAT
PRESENCE THAT THAT HELPED DELIVER THIS COUNTRY
50:38
THE HUMILITY IS THE BEST THING. | DON'T KNOW WHAT IT WILL BE. I'M HAPPY THAT MY DAUGHTERS ARE DOING
THIS
50:44
WITH ME. I'M HAPPY THAT UM PEOPLE RESPOND TO THEM. | LOVE TO TALK ABOUT.
50:51
THE UNITED STATES AS A KIND OF BEING AN ENTITY AND | | DON'T KNOW ANYBODY WHO LOVES THEIR COUNTRY
50:58
MORE AND I'M INTERESTED IN FIGURING OUT WAYS THROUGH STORIES, NOT THROUGH LECTURES
51:03
OR LESSONS OR TESTS OR SCOLDING TO SHARE THE GLORIES.
51:08
OF THE STORY OF US AND THE REWARD IS ONLY THAT WE WILL FIND WAYS TO TO RESTORE
51:15
AND REHABILITATE WHATEVER DIVISIONS ARE AT THE MOMENT AND THERE'LL ALWAYS BE DIVISIONS.
51:20
KEN BURNS, THANK YOU SO MUCH. THANK YOU. IT WAS SO WONDERFUL TO BE ABLE TO TALK TO YOU.
51:26
THANK YOU.



